
Copy of let t er wri tt en by K. T. But ler age 80 

Gooding id Aho. 

Oct.21 1970 
. , • 

Dear Friends, I migh t say cousin5 once or t wice removed. 

e n joyed hear i ng fro m you and am sorry to put off answering until 

now . Your I n quiries about Uncle Jim and Aunt Lot t ie as we called 

her h a s sent me reminiscing back t o my ver y early c h ildhood . I 

wa ... around Uncle Jim arId his family e"'pec:ia l ly hi ...... cm Earnest a ... 

he and 1 played a great dea l together, though he was 2 Or 3 

year .. older, but we go t along very wel l together . He had "n 

express wagon a n d a goat that I thought was great fun t o play 

wi th . Our acquaintance t ogether w ..... in .. nd around Richf ield Utah . 

Father and Uncle Junius.., had owned horses together and bilen in 

partilership in Panguu-o Ut.w • .-Jam,,:;; ;j!Q d J<lbQ ami p~ap .. Tom had 

been gold seeking a t Sutters gold field in California. The gold 

strike was in 1848 but they were there in the e .. rly SO'... The 

money they saved ,from this adventure bought the horses . These 

60 regis t ered mares and 40 no t reg, .. tered, 

and 2 fine Morgan .. tallion. I think these horses were bough t in 

Oklahoma And shi pped around Cape Horn to San Francisco . This '."'5 
1862 they shipped the horses. Then t hey had the problem to move 

the horses acroll s the wild r- ou~h country t o Southern Utah. Chief 

Wal ker and his band of Indian hor~e t hieves was a bad t h rea t . ! 
• 

remember father t elling about a wild deser t st'allion t ryi-ng to 

steal the morgan mar es. They saw the Morgan s t allion fi9ht him 

to t he finish wi t h the Morgan ~tallion the winner. The men 

brou~ht the b .. nd of horses successfully on to P"nqu ish. John and 



. . 

James h a d homesteoded On Panquish Lake. They had ~abins ~lo~e 

toget her. This pl~ce 15 qu ite R show place now but there is still 

signs of t heir old S3W mi ll t hey had operated t here. Th!'s saw 

mi ll was on Sai,? mill .. r eek. Later Father moved the machinery 

to the gold Mountai ns near the Butl er Be c k mIne . I t was wh ile 

f a ther was tending his sneep th .. r .. t hat 1'1 .... truck a rich vein of 

gold. A mine was established t hat was prodUCing very good, 

due t o a slip . n t he ear th the vei n was lost and father work~d 

feverish ly to find it again. He 1 cst all he had of weal th amj 

health a nd died broke and d isappointed at the age of ~6 in 1899 
Unc le Jim had a fine f arm near Richfiel d . On t his farm he 

had mi l k cows and hogs and bees and raised pot atoes. He ~sn hl ~ 

hogs o n Gold Mt . In the summer time, th e haQ<J 11'1",d on ac:orns 

f ~ om t h e oak trees t h ~t abounded there. I n th", f~ll of the year 

, 
, .. '" 

The" .. hog$ wou l d get v..,ry ",;ld r'Jnning loose all summer . ! woul d 

had little one~. After the hog" were taken back to th e farm ~nd 

young pigs were wean..,d , they Were turned into the grain fields . 

Then r had the job of h e r ding the pig~ and also t.he c:",..s. in the 

brush c:"unt ry around there. The farm ~JaS about 4 mi l es nor th of 

Ric:hfield with t he red hi l ls all a r ound the valley. 

had t o b':l gr,\;n f ed for SOme ti me before the mea t "'" .. edlr"l " as 

it was strong wi t h the a c:orn taste. I worked for Un c l e Jim f~r 

25 c:ents a day. They milked t heir short horn milk strai n of 

cows . They set the milk in shallow p~ns in screened c:upboards,to 

. . • 



~ool a n d to l e t the cream r aISe. They made the cream int o butter 

and the milk i nt o cheese. 

We .... n t t hrough that count r y t his summer, but didn' t ov .. r 
• • 

close to the fa r m. It look .. d very much like i t use t o . , t h ink 

t h e adobe hou .. e .. as sti l l stan d i ng. This wao; not the family h ome . 

Th .. y had a f i n .. ~omfortable home in to .. n. r r emember t he big 

livinQ rOOm wi t h a fi r e p l ace .. here th .. y invited a l l t h e kids 

t hat had helped .. ith t he potat o .. picking . Seems like about " 
kids .. ould b .. t here to candy pull . Uncle Jim acquir .. d t h .. name of 

" Hon .. y Jim •• In the summ .. r ...... ere al .. ays on th.. ..atch for 

bees to s .. arm and r .. port to Un cle Jim. Unci.. Jim was an 

industr ious fine looking man . I remember him all dres sed up on 

Sunday .. , l .. ading his child r en '" church . Au"t Lottie .. as 0"' 
well ao' .. t .-..yed hom .. most 0; ,,- time. 

Cousin John . , . .a, my Sunday ---. .. chool T .. acher ao' , thought h im 

very handsome ao' also v .. ry smart. " .a, less t han a y .. ar from 

the time of fathers d .. ",th Until Unc l e Jim left for Mexico Father 

died in Dec . Our brother John .. as s t ill on .. miss i on in the 

.. tate.. along t he upper Mis .. is .. ippi River . I remember Uncle Jim 

...... r-eady t o l.,ave and t he .. eather .. as 'Still .. arm . People .. ere 

standing around looking at a beautiful young s t allion, .. "claiming 

about the horses fine qualities. I Sure h a t ed to see. t ho~e fine 

horses shippe d o u t of the country. I ~m sure he improv~d t he 

quality of horses where h e set t led. I am • sorrY I don "t roilmember 

more about t he family. i was only 10 Or 11 year of age . When,l . 
sa.. him la .. t . I got better acquainted .. ith Uncle Jim"" oldest 

son James Butler . His daughter Quinn Smith lives a t Hager~an 



I daho. , am .. nc l osing '" r .. cen t letter f,,-offl " nephe ... ·Don ... ld 

Butler and I a m sure you ... i ll enjoy and get muc h infor mation f..- o m 

the journal of J o hn Lowe But ler ... r i tten in t he early rise o f the 

church . 

Sincerely yours 

k. T. Butler 

Gooding Idaho " ge 80 years . 

. , 


